
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT Release Date:  July 25, 2000
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Chief Judge Edward R. Korman announced today that the Judges of the United States District
Court for the Eastern District of New York have appointed a Magistrate Judge Selection Panel to
review all applications for an additional full-time Magistrate Judge position to be filled at the
Brooklyn courthouse on or after December 1, 2000, subject to funding.  

The Board of Judges of the Eastern District of New York will assign the new Magistrate
Judge responsibility for the district’s pro se staff attorneys at the Brooklyn courthouse.  All pro se
cases will continue to go into the wheel for assignment to a district judge, but instead of random
assignment among the nine Brooklyn magistrate judges, the pro se cases will all be assigned to a
single magistrate judge.  The Brooklyn staff attorneys will be assigned to this magistrate judge who,
with his/her own law clerk, will supervise a staff of at least four lawyers.

The work of the pro se unit will fall into two broad categories.  First, the magistrate judge and
attorneys will promptly screen all pro se cases within a day or two of filing to identify those that
might be dismissed, and appropriate orders will be prepared for the district court.  Second, the
magistrate judge will be assigned all pretrial matters on cases that are not dismissed.  In pro se civil
rights and Title VII cases, this will not be different from what the magistrate judges in the Eastern
District of New York do now.  The major change is that the pro se magistrate judge will now issue
reports to the district court recommending on the disposition of habeas corpus cases.  This means that
the initial responsibility for doing legal research and writing in a habeas case will shift from chambers
law clerks to the staff attorneys.  The magistrate judge will hold any hearings required in pro se cases,
including habeas petitions.  The magistrate judge will try pro se cases with the consent of the parties.

The basic jurisdiction of the United States Magistrate Judge is specified in 28 U.S.C., section
636.  To be qualified for appointment, an applicant must: (a) be a member in good standing of the bar
of the highest court of a state, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, or the
U.S. Virgin Islands for at least five years; (b) have been engaged in the active practice of law for a
period of at least five years (with some substitutions authorized); (c) be competent to perform all the
duties of the office, of good moral character, emotionally stable and mature, committed to equal
justice under the law, in good health, patient and courteous, and capable of deliberation and
decisiveness; (d) be less than 70 years old; and (e) not be related to a judge of the district court.  An
applicant should have federal court experience and be knowledgeable in federal civil and criminal
practices and procedures.

A Merit Selection Panel composed of attorneys and other residents of the district will review
all applications and recommend in confidence to the judges of the district court the five persons whom
it considers best qualified.  The Court will make the appointments following an FBI and IRS
investigation of the appointees.  An affirmative effort will be made to give due consideration to all



qualified candidates, including women and members of minority groups.  The salary of each position
is now $129,996 per annum.

The Panel members are:

Robert L. Begleiter, Chairman
Richard C. Hamburger, Esq.
William F. Kuntz, Esq.
Roseanne McKechnie, Esq.
Henry Putzel, Esq.
Ramon Reyes, Esq.
Paul Siegfried, Esq.
Reverend Paul Smith
Donna Spatz
A. Kathleen Tomlinson, Esq.
Lai Sun Yee, Esq.

Application forms and further information on the Magistrate Judge position may be obtained
from the Clerk of Court at 225 Cadman Plaza East, Brooklyn, New York 11201, (718) 260-2270.
Applications must be personally prepared by potential nominees and must be received no later than
September 11, 2000  Twelve (12) copies of the complete application should be mailed or delivered
to the office of the Clerk of Court at the above address.

Within ninety (90) days of its appointment, the Panel must recommend candidates to the
Court for the new Brooklyn Magistrate Judge position.


